The Deacon Public House, 84 Clifton Street, Lytham

1. Lytham Voice and Lytham residents have for some time been concerned as to the illegal
building developments within the town.

2. The worst and most fragrant breaches of planning law have occurred in Clifton Square
and the Lytham conservation area and have set a precedent for other unauthorised
developments in Lytham and other urban areas of the Fylde

3. We published a paper highlighting these developments in February 2024 following on
from our public meeting at St. Bede’s School in October 2023, where there was a
unanimous vote (circa 350 attendees) in favour of enforcing planning law

4. Fylde Council had served an enforcement notice on the owners of The Deacon, 84
Clifton Street, on the 31st of May 2018. They appealed and this was rejected by the
Planning Inspector on the 14th of January 2019. Thereafter, there was no compliance by
the owners and minimal action by Fylde Council

5. However, in October 2023, Fylde Council became actively involved and this proceeded
through into 2024 when, ultimately, two summoners were issued against 64
Developments Limited (sole Director, Christopher Turnbull) and Christopher Turnbull in
a personal capacity, for a period from 2019 to 2024

6. On the 30th of October 2024 at Preston Magistrates Court Mr Turnbull pleaded guilty to
both summonses on behalf of himself personally and the company. Sentence for these
criminal offences (maximum being an unlimited fine) was adjourned to 18" November
2024 for submissions by Prosecution and Defence Counsel

7. Legal submissions were submitted in writing and both Counsel made oral submissions

8. The following were, inter alia, statements made in open court:-

a) that 64 Developments Limited owned the building 84 Clifton Street, Lytham
which was leased at a below market rental to TRF Restaurant Limited (Directors
Christopher Turnbull, Michael Robinson and Charles Fennell) who operate the
Deacon Public House

b) that he, Christopher Turnbull, received circa £20,000 per annum from his
involvement in that public house business

c) that his overall income from all sources was circa £100,000

d) that he was the joint owner of a property valued at £2,000,000 and sole owner
of a property valued at £400,000

e) theillegal development only added an additional capacity of 29% to the overall
capacity of the public house based on additional covers, 40 out of a total 140
covers (NB we believe this includes all outside seating and does not material
reflect the additional internal capacity increase which is closer to 50% — 60%.
Post this hearing we wrote to FBC in respect of this representation and included
evidence in support. We believe FBC independently verified our opposition but
failed to inform the District Judge during period 18" November 2024 to 4t
December 2024 when sentence finally took place and fines were accessed on the
29% figure)

f) that the District Judge had received a letter of support for Mr Turnbull/64
Developments from the Lytham Business Partnership, which she took into



account. We have not seen this letter. The District Judge was not made aware
that Michael Robinson (Co Director of the Deacon Public House) is the sector
Representative for Hospitality at the Lytham Business Partnership
g) 64 Developments Limited had instructed builders, and paid £10,000 deposit, to
demolish the illegal development and reinstate and that this work would
commence in January 2025
8. The District Judge adjourned sentence again to the 4" December 2024 as she wished to
consider the written and oral submissions and case papers
9. Sentence was passed on the 4" December 2024 the District Judge assessing
“Culpability” as high, the failure to comply with the Enforcement Notice being for the
purpose of financial benefit. She further concluded that in assessing “Harm” the
offences taking place in the Lytham Town Centre Conservation Area, were a substantial
aggravating feature
10. Fines were imposed on Mr Turnbull and 64 Developments Limited totalling £50,000 and
they were ordered to pay all FBC’s legal costs. Mr. Turnbull was given 12 months to pay
11. We look forward to an early resolution of the planning enforcement issues involving the
other premises in breach in the Conservation Area



